Highland Environment Forum newsletter  29 March 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

A wide variety of articles and jobs to look at, but there's a wee delay in sharing the recording of the deer management seminar, which will hopefully be with you soon . . .

News
· Community orchard to be created in Nairn
· Highland community given green light for purchase of estate land 
· Tree diseases fuel change in Scottish forest planting
· Government support necessary for seaweed industry, report says
· White-tailed eagles bring tourism boost to Mull
Help research
· Megan Grace is a second year PhD student at the University of Stirling who is looking at the potential health and wellbeing benefits of visiting freshwater environments in Scotland. She's keen to recruit participants to keep a short  'freshwater diary'. You can see more details on the attached poster.
Research
· Native forests with a mix of diverse vegetation provide more environmental benefits than monoculture plantations
· Visible ocean plastics just the tip of the iceberg
· Smoke from major wildfires destroys the ozone layer
· How cattle ranchers in Brazil could help reduce carbon emissions (Geographically remote - but interesting research)
Report
· West Sutherland Fisheries Trust annual review
· Green finance, land reform and a just transition to net zero by Community Woodlands Association CEO, Jon Hollingdale
Blog
· Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust: Predation control – a balanced policy
Funding
· Arctic Connections Fund from Scottish Government: Up to £10K, to include work with a partner organisation from the Arctic Connections group of countries. Closing date 27 April.
Contracts
· The Highlands and Islands Environment Foundation is seeking an experienced individual to assess the River Spey ecosystem, identify what is required to restore it to health, cross-reference these needs with existing restoration work and identify the ‘gaps’ where community-led projects would be able to lever maximum impact and add value. Closing date 31st March. For more information contact Sally McNaught
· Research Technician: Entomological field work in Norway and Finland with the Lancaster Lab within the University of Aberdeen School of Biological Sciences. 3-month contract with the team (postdoctoral research associate and 1-2 research technicians) investigating ecological and evolutionary processes associated with range shifts caused by climate change. Will include latitudinal sampling transects of species such as, the blue-tailed damselfly (Ischnura elegans). For more details contact Lesley Lancaster
Jobs
· Scottish Badgers, Species Protection / Information Officer. 3-years, part-time. Closing date 1st April
· Scottish Badgers, Community Engagement Officer ,3-years, part-time. Closing date 1st April
· Highland Council, Programme Manager – Low Carbon Travel and Transport Inverness. Contract to Dec 2023. Closing date 4 April 

· NatureScot, Summer contract Nature Reserve Officer x 4 @Muir of Dinnet/Forvie/St Cyrus. Closing date 4 April
· NatureScot Operations Officer, Golspie. Closing date 4 April

· Rewilding Britain, Rewilding Researcher. 12-month contract. Closing date 6th April

· Trees for Life, Rewilding Research Intern 12-month contract.Closing date 10 April

· BTO Seabird Monitoring Programme Organiser (Stirling). Closing date 11 April 

· 2 Scottish Communities Climate Action Network  Network Coordinators – Skye, Raasay and Lochalsh (closing date 4 April), and for Lochaber (closing date 11 April) 12-month part-time contract. 

· NatureScot, POBAS Project Officer. 1 year part-time contract. Closing date 11 April 

· NatureScot, MPA Engagement & Funding. Closing date 14 April 

· Trees for Life, Dundreggan Rewilding Centre Marketing Manager. Closing date 17 April 

· NatureScot, Marine Ecology & Climate Change. Closing date 25 April

· Grosvenor Estate, Estate Maintenance Worker / Stalker, Reay Forest Estate, Sutherland. Closing date late April.

Events
March
· 29th March - 2nd April 2022, Art Exhibitions in Inverness Creative Academy - Terrafabulations and Cianalas - both link with nature and environment themes

April
· 1 April @ 13.00 to 14.00 Polling the Pollinators: Taking part in the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme
· 5 April @ 14.00 - 15.00 and North Highlands & Islands Climate Action Hub Community Food Growing Information Session. afternoon session, evening session
· 5 - 7 April The Future of Ocean Plastics: Designing Diverse Collaboration Frameworks
· 7 April @ 10.00- 13.30 techniques for growing Vegetables for all Seasons, Allangrange, Black Isle. Cost £45. Find out more and book at office@blackislegardendesign.com 

· 13 April - 18th May Field Studies Council online - Discovering Bees 
May
· 1-30th May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths 

· 14-22 of May Green Health Week  

· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development

June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old

With regards,
Caroline.

Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)

E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
